4 



I 



4 Fab 12 1 0 07:47p HERBERT F RUSCHMANN 516 624 2215 p.4 



Docket No, F-8958 Scr. No. ! 0/^73,2 1 4 



AM KNDM BNTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Picase replace the claims wilh the claims provided in the listing, below 
wherein status, amendments, additions and cancellations arc indicated. 



i. (Currently Amended) An absorbent article, comprising: 
a liquid permeable front sheet; 
a back sheet; 

an absorbent body disposed between the liquid permeable from, sheet and 
the back sheet, and having opposing outer absorbent body edges extending in a 
longitudinal direction of the absorbent body; 

said absorbent body having a scandard -height portion and a middle-height 
portion [[layered]! lamina t ed as a layer over said standard heighi portion in a 
thickness direction of said absorbent body, said standard-height portion beimi, on 
a side of the absorbent body facing the back sheet; 

said absorbent body having the middle-height portion in an approximately 
center area of the absorbent, hody, and the middle-heiuh t port ion extend ing 
I i m pimdinallv to first and se cond middle-height portion longitudina l ends : 

said middle-height portion hav ing opposing middle-height portion side edge 
sleps and a constant middle-height portion thickness extending from one of said 

4 j-^Jv jim'j* •-• •" ; *v 
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opposing middle- height portion side edge steps to another one of said opposing 
middle-height portion side edge steps; 

said standard-height portion extending beyond both said opposing middle- 
height portion side edge steps to said opposing outer absorbetu body edges, said 
standard-height portion having a constant standard-height portion thickness 
extending from one of said opposing outer absorbeot body edges to another one of 
said opposing outer absorbent body edges; 

» 

leakage preventing grooves, extending in said longitudinal direction cvfyhe 
absorbent article which is orthogonal to a lateral direction extending between said 
opposing outer absorbent body edges, said leakage preventing grooves being 
provided in the a r ea of the middle-height portion of the absorbent body and on 
either side of a mid-portion of (he mi ddle-height portion positi oned about midway 
between the first_and second middle-height portion longitudinal ends, and said 
leakage preventing grooves having [[with]] opposing side walls of L said-- g r ooves 
being formed in said middle-height portion such that depths of said opposing side 
walls of said leakage preventing grooves are equal on opposing sides of said 
leakage preventing grooves; [[and] J 

said leakage preventing grooves extending longitudinally at positions 
proximate said opposing middle-height portion side edge steps of the middle-height 
portion so as to border the mid-portion of the middle-height portion o n both 
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Ijjnfliri idinally extending sides o£ Ihe mid-portion , respectively, nQjo jyjjtiiliniis 
proxim ate said first and second middle-height portion lo n&iui djnal ends; and 

Che leakage preventing grooves being deeper than said constant, middle 
height portion thickness and extending into the standard-height portion of the 
absorbent body. 



2. (Canceled) 



3. (Previously Presented) The ahsorbent article according to claim 1, 
wherein a thiuned portion of absorbent material is provided extending outward 
from said opposing middle-height portion side edge steps of the middle-height 
portion, said thinned portion have a thinned portion thickness less than said 
constant middle-height portion thickness. 



4, (Currently Amended) The absorbent article according to claim L 
wherein th e midd teHrctght portion extends to first and seco nd middle - height pe rt-inn 
toitgittKl i na i ends and said absorbent body extends beyond said first and second 
middle-height portion longitudinal ends, and front and rear folds, folding the 
absorbent article in three into a packaging configuration, extend in said lateral 
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direction and are respectively disposed in the standard-height portion beyond said 
first and second middle-height portion longitudinal ends. 

5. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according to claim 2, 
wherein a thickness of the standard-height portion absorbent body Ls 1 to 3 mm. 

6. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according to claim 5 
wherein said constant middle-height portion thickness is in the range of 1.5 to 8.0 
mm. 

7. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according lo claim 6 
wherein said leakage preventing grooves are formed jn said absorbent article to 
have a groove depth H extending from said front sheet to a groove bottom, and 
said groove depth H is in the range of 0.5 to 9.0 mm. 

8. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according u> claim 7 
wherein said leakage preventing grooves are formed in said absorbent article to 
have a groove depth II, and a ratio of said groove depth l-l to said constant 
standard-height portion thickness is in the range of 0.06 to 3.3. 
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9. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according to claim 8 
wherein said leakage preventing grooves have a bottom width B in the range of 0,5 
to 5.0 nun. 

10. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according to claim 5 
wherein said constant middle-height portion thickness is in the range of 2.0 to 4.0 
nun. 

11. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according to claim 10 
wherein said leakage preventing grooves are formed in said absorbent article to 
have a groove depth H extending From said front sheet to a groove bottom, and 
said groove depth M is in the range of 2.0 to 6.0 mm. 

12. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according to claim I I 
wherein said leakage preventing grooves are formed in said absurbem article to 
have a groove depth H, and a ratio of said groove depth I I to said constant 
standard-height portion thickness is in the range of 0.2 to 0.8. 

13. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according lo claim 1. 
wherein a thickness of the standard-height portion absorbent body is I to 3 mm. 
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14. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according to claim 13 
wherein said constant middle-height portion thickness is in the range of 1 .5 to 8,0 
mm. 

15. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according to claim 14 
wherein said leakage preventing grooves are formed in said absorbent article to 
have a groove depth H extending from said front sheer to a groove bottom, and 
said groove depth H is in the range of 0.5 to 9.0 mm. 

\ 

16. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according io claim 15 
wherein said leakage preventing grooves are formed in said absorbent article to 
have a groove depth H, and a ratio of said groove depth H to sSaid constant 

* 

standard-height portion thickness is in the range of 0.06 to 3.3. 

17. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according to claim 16 

r 

wherein said leakage preventing grooves have a bottom vvidLh B in the range of 0.5 
to 5.0 mm. 
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18. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according to claim 13 
wherein said constant middle-height portion thickness is in the range of 2.0 to 4.0 
mm. 

19. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according to claim IS 
wherein said leakage preventing grooves are formed in said absorbent article to 
have a groove dcpdi H extending from said front sheet to a groove bottom, and 
said groove depth H is in the range of 2.0 to 6.0 mm. 

20. (Previously Presented) The absorbent article according to claim 19 
wherein said leakage preventing grooves are formed in said absorbent article to 
have a groove depth H, and a ratio of said groove depth II to said constant 
standard-height portion thickness is in the range of 0.2 iu O.S. 
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